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Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood
Christopher N. Matthews

Impoverishment, Criminalization,
and the Culture of Poverty
ABSTRACT
This introduction summarizes major new themes raised by
articles in this special issue on the archaeology of poverty
   ?  x !   ?  
    ?      
to the more complex considerations in articles analyzing
the cultural construction of poverty through discourse on
          \  $
dynamics at the intersections of classes, races, ethnic groups,
and genders. Impoverishment is a complex process involving the interaction of capitalism, patriarchy, and racism to
produce structurally a set of economic, social, and political
      $ ?? x ; 
is culturally constructed through ideological discourse as an
individual failing and a stigmatized identity. The historical
criminalization of poverty is traced as an important context
for the articles. This introduction discusses key ideas brought
out in these studies and also offers some historical perspective on the Western construction of poverty and its study by
historical archaeologists.

This special issue examines historical constructions of poverty and its intersections with class,
race, ethnicity, and gender in poor neighborhoods
and institutions for the poor. This is especially
timely because recent research has found that
half of all Americans will at some point in their
lives become impoverished by processes beyond
their control, such as losing a job, divorce,
losing a pension, losing health insurance, or
losing money in the stock market (Rank 2007).
)        
the process of diminishing or exhausting wealth;
reducing to poverty (Morris 1969:661). Poverty
         
no wealth and few or no possessions” (Morris
1969:1,019,1,027). Prolonged hunger is a primary
defining aspect of poverty that current public
  ?   ?    cone, this volume). While the economic inability
to afford adequate food, shelter, clothing, and
health care is foundational to being poor, important additional social and political meanings of
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impoverishment have been recognized. The World
=*         *
of shelter, and health care, but also the lack of
a job and schooling, powerlessness, lack of representation and freedom, fear for the future, and
living one day at a time (Symonds, this volume).
In the past and the present the social construction of poverty has extended beyond the
    ?    ?
and dependence on charity. More than an economic condition, being poor is also a sociopolitical experience, a state of being, and can also
be an identity. Different degrees of poverty are
captured by terms such as impoverished, indigent, and destitute (or poor, poorer, and poorest)
(Morris 1969:1,019). Beyond a measure or label
or category, poverty is a social position, created
by political economic relations, that situates and
contains populations within larger social and
cultural systems. Poverty is a way of positioning some at a disadvantage that simultaneously
enriches the few, impoverishes others, and marks
the poor with symbols of marginality, failure,
and Otherness. Poverty, therefore, is a struggle
for resources and       
the multifaceted processes of impoverishment.
Articles in this special issue discuss this multiple
relational standpoint and a simultaneous concern
with status and meaning to bring a new view
to the archaeology of poverty. This introduction
discusses key ideas brought out in these studies
and also offers some historical perspective on the
Western construction of poverty and its study by
historical archaeologists.
A Relational Approach to Poverty
Articles in this issue take a relational approach
by researching processes of impoverishment that
were historically created by interrelated economic, social, and political processes of capitalism. Orser (this volume) discusses how inherent
capitalist inequalities structurally create economi        
including a class of paupers that is supported
by charity. Orser further discusses the histori ?    ?     
between the poor and the nonpoor, constructed
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as an opposed dichotomy in analogy with race
and the color line. A relational approach analyzes how poverty is created structurally through
interrelated power dynamics among culturally
         
genders, and other social groups, often through
their interactions in institutions. In this issue
Chicone, Gadsby, Gray, and Symonds focus on
class dynamics and poverty, while Barnes, Matthews, McDavid, Mullins et al., and Orser analyze interrelated race and class power dynamics
involved in the social production and ideological
construction of poverty. Mullins et al., Piddock,
and Spencer-Wood analyze gender power dynamics in relation to class and racial or ethnic power
dynamics. Piddock and Spencer-Wood consider
institutional and governmental dynamics in the
      ?  x
Many articles in this issue discuss social
discourses that have constructed historically
     
  ?          
economic foundation of poverty. Cultural ideology and constructions of social rankings, as well
as class and racial power dynamics, have legitimated processes of impoverishment. Discrimination by class and race (Orser, this volume;
Matthews, this volume) and gender (Piddock,
this volume; Spencer-Wood, this volume) have
the economic result of greater levels of poverty
among women and minorities compared to the
dominant privileged social group of elite white
men. Further, feminists have discussed how
discriminations in patriarchal capitalism multiply
so that working-class women of color tend to
suffer the most economic discrimination, followed by working-class minority men, and then
working-class white women (Larsen 2006). The
sociopolitical processes of creating and culturally
constructing poverty have changed historically.
For instance, Orser (this volume) points out that
 {|{ Y    ?  erty as an income of $2 per day is no longer
relevant today, when the threshold for government assistance defines poverty as $20,000
a year for a family of four (Hartmann et al.
2010). As the poverty line has shifted so has
responsibility for alleviating workers’ poverty
shifted from industrialists under the ideology
of paternalism during laissez-faire capitalism
(Gadsby, this volume) to the government under
the modern welfare state.
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The class dynamics involved in impoverishment
can be viewed as internal colonialism because the
capitalist class systematically strips the underclass
of the working poor of its economic resources
?         x ' 
(this volume) researched this shift from a Scottish Highland clan with feudal-type obligations
of the clan leader, to a landowner who enclosed
the land and exported the Scottish peasants.
Poverty in working families commonly resulted
from wages that were often below subsistence,
requiring many members to work full time to
support a family (Spencer-Wood and Baugher
2001:4). Viewing impoverishment as a result of
internal colonialism processes also makes sense
because the underclass is often of a different
race or ethnicity. One frequent class dynamic in
the process of impoverishment is loss of land
ownership to capitalist development, discussed by
Barnes (this volume) for an Appalachian African
American farm family, Matthews (this volume)
for a Native American and African American
community on Long Island, and McDavid (this
volume) for Freedmen’s Town, now an African
American neighborhood of Houston.
Orser (this volume) argues that poverty is
indicated in cities by crowded tenements. This
is an interesting measure because tenements with
many poor people (often immigrants), one shared
latrine, poor sanitation, lack of garbage collection
   +$ \ $   ? 
      $ 
by historical reformers such as Jacob Riis, cited
by Orser (this volume). Research on this issue
pushes beyond previous work to analyze such
historical cultural constructions of poverty and
ideologies legitimating those cultural constructions.
The Criminalization of Poverty
Shifting dominant cultural ideologies have
stigmatized poverty since at least the medieval
period in Europe, when a number of practices
developed to legitimate the criminalization of
able-bodied paupers. Initially Judeo-Christian
ideology constructed poverty as an opportunity
to give alms and, thus, achieve God’s grace and
possibly a place in heaven (Trattner 1984:3–6).
Y         
and often provided overnight shelter for the
poor who requested it (Midwinter 1994:15). The
Reformation and rise of Protestantism starting
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in 1517, and especially Calvinism, sanctified
wealth as evidence that one had been predestined
for heaven by God (Weber 2002:32–33; Handel
~({x # $     
able-bodied paupers, whose idleness was considered a personal sin, were differentiated from
$       $  $  
due to acts of God, such as illness or injury,
and therefore deserved alms (Spencer-Wood and
Baugher 2001:6,10). Chicone (this volume) discusses how this dichotomy of the deserving and
undeserving poor makes poverty an individual
responsibility. Since 1850 Herbert Spencer’s phi   ? '  Q$  mated this dichotomy. Spencer drew on Malthus’s
book of the 1790s to argue that the impoverishment and death of the poor occurred because
 $          
capitalists who accumulated wealth (SpencerWood and Baugher 2001:6). Orser (this volume)
discusses the use of a version of Social Dar$   #  ] #  ?
Anglo-Saxon Racial Superiority,” that was used
to justify restrictive laws against immigrants who
$     ?  
as the Chinese. As late as the 1920s, an aspect
of the discourse on the sinfulness of the poor
involved blaming immigrants for a decline in
public morals because they accepted illegitimate
children in their families (Gadsby, this volume).
At root in the criminalization of poverty is
the individualism associated with the rise of
modern capitalism. The steady reduction of labor
to an individually owned commodity established
an equivalence among persons in the capitalist
market. Barriers to wealth, it was argued, resulted
from competition among able-bodied free workers
rather than from the dynamics of landed wealth’s
 $    x '    
as kin relations or the assistance of the poor,
were cast as irrational concerns that interfered
$   $ ?  ?   
wealthiest, which was better handled by market
forces. Ultimately, personal success or failure
within the system was culturally constructed by
both capitalism and Protestantism as the responsibility of individuals themselves. The ideologies
of Social Darwinism and Calvinism scientifi        
exploitative practices of capitalism. These ideologies criminalized poverty and blamed poor individuals for their impoverishment, thus masking
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inherent inequalities of capitalism as individual
failings (Spencer-Wood and Baugher 2001:6).
The working class in England was initially
mass impoverished as a result of class dynamics
associated with changing regimes of agricultural
production and the rise of merchant capital. As
early as 1235 English laws permitted landlords
to enclose common lands for pasture and force
peasants off the land (Beresford 1998:28). Then
in 1349, King Edward III legally instituted a
maximum wage to prevent the scarcity of labor
from increasing wages after the black plague
(Trattner 1984:7–8). After King Henry VIII instituted Anglicanism as the state religion, between
1536 and 1549 he closed and destroyed over 500
hospitals and many more monasteries and nunneries across the country, appropriating their lands
and rents for the crown. Monasteries and nunneries had provided alms and shelter to the poor.
In the 1597 poor laws the king instead required
parish tithes to support impoverished parishioners
         ? 
(Huey 2001:124; Spencer-Wood 2001a:116)
In the 1500s King Henry VIII legally criminalized vagrancy as it dramatically increased
due to enclosures, wars, plagues, and increasing crop failures during the Little Ice Age
(Spencer-Wood and Baugher 2001:5,7; Bennett
and Hollister 2006:326). Vagrants had to obtain
begging licenses for an area of a town, and they
could be warned out of a town in which they
had not been born. In England since 1662, and
subsequently in its colonies, a parish town was
only required by law to support paupers who
had been born there (Handel 2009:106,115).
Nonresident vagrants who came to a town from
outside could be publicly pilloried and whipped
and driven out of town. Vagabonds who returned
again to a nonbirth town could be branded or
executed for the crime of begging. English laws
that made vagrancy a crime were brought to
British colonies and became American and Australian law, along with the residency requirement
for receiving poor relief (Trattner 1984:7–11).
Starting in the 16th century poor able-bodied
people have been incarcerated in institutions,
from English gaols and prisons to poorhouses in
America and destitute asylums in Australia (Huey
2001:125–127). These institutions segregated poor
people from society and required the able-bodied
  ?          ?
industry” (Ignatief 1978:11). In this issue, some

4

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 45(3)

of the many historical institutions for the poor
are discussed for Australia (Piddock, this volume)
and for America (Spencer-Wood, this volume).
This historical context explains the documentary evidence of many 19th-century arrests of
           rious vagabond” in New Orleans (Gray, this
volume). McDavid (this volume), in interviewing
African Americans in Freedmanstown, heard that
many are currently being arrested just for walking around their own neighborhood in Houston,
  ?      x ) 
current depression urban police are again arresting poor people for the crimes of begging, loitering, and sleeping in streets, continuing the long
tradition of making poverty a crime (Ehrenreich
2009). Under the guise of maintaining order, the
inequalities in the capitalist social order are made
         $? talists and their middle-class agents who created
  ?      
and underpaying their workers. The impoverishment of workers has been legally enforced from
the 1349 British maximum-wage law through
strike breaking by government police and military
?     ~   
the mining town of Berwind, Colorado (Chicone,
this volume).
Historical Archaeological
Research on Poverty
The archaeology of poverty as a paradigm
has developed out of the increasing amount of
research focusing on the lifeways of the poor
in institutions, from almshouses to orphanages,
established by municipalities and occupational
organizations in America, England, Holland, and
Australia (Elia and Wesolowski 1991; Feister
1991, 2009; King and Davin 1991; Bell 1993;
Garman and Russo 1999; Baugher 2001; Huey
2001; Pena 2001; Piddock 2001; Baugher and
Spencer-Wood 2002; Casella 2007:100–115;
Spencer-Wood 2009a, 2010a). Few, however,
have researched other institutions established
to house or serve poor populations that were
usually segregated by race and gender (Spencer-Wood 1987a:15,20,26; 1991:261–262,267–
270; 1994:189–191,193–198, 2001b:104–105;
2009b:41,45; Spencer-Wood and Baugher 2001).
Research on the working class has increasingly
focused on the working poor (Branstner and

Martin 1987:306; De Cunzo 1987:267; Orser
1987; Shepard 1987; Singer 1987; McGuire
1991:113–114; Shackel 1996; Mullins 1999,
2006; Spencer-Wood 1999, 2001b:104–105,
2002, 2010b; Symonds 1999:111; Mayne and
Murray 2001; Spencer-Wood and Baugher 2001;
McGuire and Reckner 2002; Wood 2004; Wurst
2006; Gadsby and Chidester 2007; Walker
2008). The archaeology of slavery is also
about poor folk, though race relations have
been the focus more than analyses of poverty.
Research includes quantitative analyses of consumer choices that provide rankings of sites
by socioeconomic status, to class analyses and
more qualitative analyses of material distinctions
among sites representing relational models of
social and economic positions due to political
forces and combined class and racial dialectical
power dynamics. Articles in this issue further
relate cultural constructions of poverty to consumer choices. Similar to the consumer-choice
paradigm (Spencer-Wood 1987b:1–2), Orser
(this volume) discusses the connections between
economic, social, and political positions within
capitalism.
Research on socioeconomic status has related
diverse consumer choices to documented aspects
of economic and social position, such as class,
race, ethnicity, family life cycle, occupation,
market access, and wealth at death, including
durable artifacts and status items. Some research
has compared the consumer choices of household
residents ranging from wealthy and middle-class
families to impoverished groups, including slaves,
free African Americans, and tenant farmers
(Miller 1980; Miller and Hurry 1983; Shepherd
1987; Spencer-Wood and Heberling 1987; De
Cunzo 2004). Slaves were provided with some
ceramics by their owners, but they also had a
limited ability to exercise their consumer choices
with a little money typically earned selling, to
their owners and in urban markets, kitchen-garden
produce, eggs, and hunted and cooked items
(Wilkie 2000; Heath 2004; Samford 2004:155–
161). Similarly Chicone (this volume) argues
that porcelain tea ware excavated in a storage
crate beneath a tent destroyed in the Ludlow
massacre of miners’ families in Berwind, Colorado, in 1914, does not indicate a lack of real
or material poverty, but is part of the processes
of production of poverty. The porcelain could be
a wedding gift, an heirloom, a consumer choice
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from previous wealthier times (Spencer-Wood
1987b:2), or one made despite poverty, possibly
in resistance to dominant ideology requiring
poverty in material possessions, or to express
gentility or respectability, a thought also voiced
by Yamin (2001) for Five Points in New York.
Research on changing consumer choices due to
differences in household size, composition, and
family life cycle sometimes revealed processes of
economic impoverishment resulting from changes
in social status such as widowhood (Garrow
1987; LeeDecker et al. 1987; Singer 1987).
Ethnic differences in consumer choices due to
impoverishment have also been researched (Henry
1987). The conjunction of race and poverty has
been related to the use of out-of-date and worn
ceramics (Baker 1980; Mullins 1999), as well as
less variety in forms than found at middle-class
sites (Shepherd 1987).
The comparison of site consumer choices
that ranked households along a continuum from
poor tenant farmers and free African Americans
through middle-class craftsmen to wealthy white
merchants (Spencer-Wood and Heberling 1987)
led to the development of a continuum model
of socioeconomic status ranging from the upper
classes to the lower classes (Spencer-Wood
1993:129–30). The continuum model of socioeconomic ranking avoids methods that Chicone (this
volume) critiques for simplistic materially quanti [  ?     
class. Mullins et al. (this volume) argues both for
a continuum from the poor to the wealthy and
  $      
relationship to each other. Orser (this volume)
historically validated the consumer-choice com   ?      ?   $     $
housing and material possessions by Engels,
Adam Smith, Marx, and Riis.
While early research related consumer choices
    ?    \
socioeconomic status, including race, ethnicity,
household size and composition, family life cycle,
market access, and occupation, the influence
of ideology, identity, and gender on consumer
choices has subsequently been analyzed (Klein
1991; Wall 1994; Spencer-Wood 1996; Beaudry
and Mrozowski 2001; Yamin 2001). Methods
for analyzing consumer choices to rank sites
according to socioeconomic status were limited
to ceramics, fauna, and fish, for which price
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indices were constructed (Miller 1980; Reitz
1987; Singer 1987). Research also revealed that
curation of expensive ceramics by middle-class
and wealthy families meant that their indices for
excavated ceramics were lower than indices for
available probate inventories (Spencer-Wood and
Heberling 1987). Similarly, Mullins et al. (this
       ?  
home of the wealthy Madam C.J. Walker, in contrast to documented ostentatious artifacts that she
owned. Mullins et al. argues that Walker exem   $    $
because she rose to great wealth from slavery.
In The Archaeology of Slumland (Mayne and
Murray 2001) the middle-class cultural construction of the slum was critiqued as an invalid
characterization of working-class neighborhoods.
Instead of crowded tenements, squalor, and
crime, excavations recovered middle-class-style
artifacts, particularly ceramics. The ceramics and
historical photographs conveyed an impression
? x  #   $
did not comparatively and quantitatively analyze
whether the ceramics were old, unmatched, or of
fewer shapes than those from middle-class sites.
Compared to sites inhabited by the middle class,
sites of poor working-class people typically have
old, worn, and unmatched ceramics with fewer
shapes and a predominance of bowls from eating
potages and soups (Baker 1980; Shepherd 1987;
Mullins 1999; Symonds, this volume).
Nor do the contributors to The Archaeology of
Slumland consider diverse class-based meanings
?    ?   ?
the term by reform institutions directly engaged
       '+ 
1994:197; Matthews 2005). As Mullins et al.’s
research on this issue reveals, working-class African Americans frequently sought respectability
by making middle-class consumer choices that
were sometimes more than they could afford,
as in the case of pianos. Respectable middleclass consumer choices and even a middle-class
identity do not change the economic condition
of poverty. Rather, they illustrate the lengths
to which some will go to avoid an appearance
of poverty, given the negative associations such
a characterization can have on their efforts to
    *x Y  x 
volume) cites contemporary commentators who
disparaged the exploitation of the poor by
schemes allowing them to buy on time status
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items such as pianos, knowing that the frequent
failure to meet payments would permit repossession and resale, earning the exploiter much more
than the item was worth. This is one of the class
dynamics involved in materially impoverishing
the working poor.
Since it can be expected that poor people
would carefully curate their few possessions,
any differences among archaeological sites of
the poor probably have meaning, even in a small
sample. For instance, Symonds (this volume)
suggests that a village leader probably lived in a
house identical to the others because of the more
expensive ceramics excavated there. No one ques     ?  
items in an assemblage, such as Tutankhamun’s
gold death mask, although as a unique item it
     ?   
assemblage. Archaeologists discriminate against
the poor by not considering the importance of
their unique discarded items just because they
  x ^  
      
class, ethnic, or racial identities. Thus, statisti       
distinctions of identity have been found among
African Americans. Barnes (this volume) and
Q [  ~    ?
\      ?  ?
owner, and also by tenant farmers, to display
their identities. Gold-lined white porcelain and
pressed glass excavated at one African American
tenant farmhouse in Delaware created a sparkling
table setting that may have symbolized African
associations of good spirits and luck with white
and shiny artifacts (De Cunzo 2004; Leone
~x )     @ $ girls” created a respectable working-class gender
identity by wearing black glass imitation-jet buttons, while a few Irish pipes expressed ethnic
identity of later immigrant millworkers (Beaudry
and Mrozowski 2000). Surely the meaning and
possible importance of such unique but statisti       $ 
including in site analyses when encountered in
research. On this issue Orser found differences
in the number of ceramic transfer-printed patterns
among Five Points, New York, historical households, although they appeared more homogenous
when compared in terms of functional ceramic
types. This result indicates that poor households
in tenements tended to use ceramics to the same
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extent for tableware, tea ware, food preparation,
storage, etc. At the same time, differences in
consumer choices of transfer-printed patterns
may have expressed distinctive ethnic or personal
aesthetics or identities.
Some articles in this issue have compared dis        $   
of impoverishment. Orser found homogeneity in
tenement architecture and functional types of
ceramics excavated from their backyards, which
materially corresponded to the dominant social
   ?          
racialized underclass. Many white middle-class
people equated the physical dirt of slums with
sin and crime, and considered themselves morally superior to the working class as a race (Dix
1904; Spencer-Wood 1994:180). The racialization
of poverty was also expressed in the discourse of
contemporary commentators about how poor African Americans emulated middle-class consumer
          
(Mullins et al., this volume). In contrast, Chicone
(this volume) found differences between middleclass ideology and rhetoric about proper inexpensive consumer choices for the working poor
and their resistance through buying porcelain,
alcoholic beverages, and canned goods. At the
household level many other researchers on this
issue found distinctions in consumer choices that
speak to differences in identity. Institutions for
the poor reveal a social discourse that constructed
         ? 
according to gender, age, race, temperance, and
physical and mental health (Spencer-Wood, this
volume). Research on institutions shows that the
dominant social construction of poverty and its
causes differed not only by health condition,
but by gender and age (Piddock, this volume;
Spencer-Wood, this volume).
The Culture of Poverty
A major thread through these articles is the
complexity of poverty. Poverty is not only
an economic position, but is implicated and
informed by the power dynamics of gender,
race, ethnicity, class, status, and region. As with
         ?
    ?     cumbered by homogenizing assumptions about
$     x #?   
addressing archaeological methodologies that can
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produce homogeneity, some papers also address
the archaeological construction of subjects in
poverty research. The issue at stake here is a
legacy of assumptions that inform the idea of
  ?        
the 1950s by anthropologist Oscar Lewis. The
culture of poverty thesis assumes that poverty
is the result of generational patterns of behavior
adopted due to the lack of resources for addressing and challenging impoverishment. In the face
of overwhelming forces of poverty, so the argument states, people can do little but live poorly.
Critiques of this standpoint are plentiful (Wilson
1987), though the question of agency within
and against poverty remains fruitful ground for
research. One area where archaeology has made
inroads on this topic is in community-based
research that aims to bring community interests
and agendas to bear on archaeological research.
Especially in articles by Matthews and McDavid, but also in other studies, the complexity
of poverty and the impoverished subject is put
in the foreground as communities struggle to
wrest control of their heritage and identity from
stereotypical mainstream assumptions. For McDa      ?    
race-based assumptions of violence and a lack
of care associated with the original residents of
a poor neighborhood decimated by urban renewal
in Houston. For Matthews, the question emerged
in a dialogue about the meaning of poverty
research with members of a descendent community on Long Island. Fearful of being labeled as
  ?       
          
of culture” and to revitalize their heritage as it
has come under threat.
In all cases, the articles in this special issue
make the case that poverty continues to be a
   ?  ?      gists. The effort to address and understand the
dynamic forces of impoverishment, the legacies
of inequality and exploitation, and the complexities of identity and heritage within impoverished
communities and institutions for the poor in the
past and present draws on the greatest strengths
of historical archaeology: the use of multiple
lines of evidence to reveal and understand the
making of the modern world from the ground up.
Here the authors aim to unpack how modernity
creates its own poverty, and address how archaeology can reveal mechanisms of impoverishment
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and the agency of people on the margins who
have conceived ways to challenge it.
References
BAKER, VERNON G.
1980 Archaeological Visibility of Afro-American Culture:
An Example from Black Lucy’s Garden, Andover,
Massachusetts. In Archaeological Perspectives on
Ethnicity in America, Robert L. Schuyler, editor, pp.
28–38. Baywood, Farmingdale, NY.

BAUGHER, SHERENE
2001 Visible Charity: The Archaeology, Material Culture,
and Landscape Design of New York City’s Municipal
Almshouse Complex 1736–1797. International Journal
of Historical Archaeology 5(2):175–202.

BAUGHER, SHERENE, AND SUZANNE M. SPENCER-WOOD
2002 Almshouses. Encyclopedia of Historical Archaeology,
Charles E. Orser, Jr., editor, pp. 15–17. Routledge,
London, UK.

BEAUDRY, MARY C., AND STEPHEN A. MROZOWSKI
2001 Cultural Space and Worker Identity in the Company
Town: Lowell, Massachusetts. In The Archaeology
of Urban Landscapes: Explorations in Slumland,
Alan Mayne and Tim Murray, editors, pp. 118–132.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.

BELL, EDWARD L.
1993 Historical Archaeology at the Hudson Poor Farm
Cemetery. Massachusetts Historical Commission,
Occasional Publications in Archaeology and History,
No. 5. Boston, MA.

BENNETT, J. M., AND C. W. HOLLISTER
2006 Medieval Europe: A Short History. McGraw-Hill, New
York, NY.

BERESFORD, MAURICE
1998 Lost Villages of England. Sutton, Thrupp, UK.

BRANSTNER, MARK C., AND TERRANCE J. MARTIN
1987 Working-Class Detroit: Late Victorian Consumer
Choices and Status. In Consumer Choice in Historical
Archaeology, Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood, editor, pp.
301–321. Plenum Press, New York, NY.

CASELLA, ELEANOR C.
2007  
       University Press of Florida, Gainesville.

DE CUNZO, LU ANN
1987 Adapting to Factory and City: Illustrations from the
Industrialization and Urbanization of Paterson, New
Jersey. In Consumer Choice in Historical Archaeology, Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood, editor, pp. 261–297.
Plenum, New York, NY.
2004 A Historical Archaeology of Delaware: People, Contexts, and the Cultures of Agriculture. University of
Tennessee Press, Knoxville.

8

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 45(3)

DIX, WILLIAM F.
1904 The Automobile as a Vacation Agent. Independent 2
June:1,259–1,260. New York, NY.

ELIA, RICARDO J., AND AL B. WESOLOWSKY (EDITORS)
1991 Archaeological Excavations at the Uxbridge Almshouse
Burial Ground in Uxbridge, Massachusetts. British
Archaeological Reports, International Series, No. 564.
Tempus Reparatum, Oxford, UK.

EHRENREICH, BARBARA
2009 Is it Now a Crime to Be Poor? New York Times 8
August:WK9.

FEISTER, LOIS M.
1991 The Orphanage at Schuyler Mansion. Northeast Historical Archaeology 20:27–36.
2009 The Orphanage at Schuyler Mansion. In The Archaeology of Institutional Life, April M. Beisaw and James
G. Gibb, editors, pp. 105–117. University of Alabama
Press, Tuscaloosa.

GADSBY, DAVID A., AND ROBERT C. CHIDESTER
2007 Heritage In Hampden: A Participatory Research Design
for Public Archaeology in a Working-Class Neighborhood, Baltimore, Maryland. In Archaeology as a Tool
of Civic Engagement, Barbara J. Little and Paul A.
Shackel, editors, pp. 223–242. AltaMira Press, Walnut
Creek, CA.

GARMAN, JAMES C., AND PAUL A. RUSSO
{

Q ?&' ?% (#
Town Farm and Class Realignment in NineteenthCentury Rural New England. Historical Archaeology
33(1):118–135.

GARROW, PATRICK H.
1987 The Use of Converging Lines of Evidence for Determining Socioeconomic Status. In Consumer Choice in
Historical Archaeology, Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood,
editor, pp. 217–233. Plenum Press, New York, NY.

HANDEL, GERALD
2009 Social Welfare in Western Society. Transaction, New
Brunswick, NJ.

HARTMANN, HEIDI, ASHLEY ENGLISH, AND JEFFREY HAYES
2010 Women and Men’s Employment and Unemployment
in the Great Recession. Institute for Women’s Policy
X = ; );X ;  |x
Washington, DC.

HEATH, BARBARA J.
2004 Engendering Choice: Slavery and Consumerism in
Central Virginia. In Engendering African American
Archaeology: A Southern Perspective, Jillian E. Galle
and Amy L. Young, editors, pp. 19–39. University of
Tennessee Press, Knoxville.

HENRY, SUSAN L.
{| ! )\   =  #+ ?+
the-Century Phoenix, Arizona. In Consumer Choice in
Historical Archaeology, Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood,
editor, pp. 359–383. Plenum Press, New York, NY.

HUEY, PAUL R.
2001 The Almshouse in Dutch and English Colonial North
America and its Precedent in the Old World: Historical
and Archaeological Evidence. International Journal of
Historical Archaeology 5(2):123–154.

IGNATIEF, MICHAEL
1978 A Just Measure of Pain: The Penitentiary in the
Industrial Revolution 1750–1850. Columbia University
Press, New York, NY.

KING, MARSHA K., AND ANN K. DAVIN
1991 Archaeological Site Examination of the Parker Lombard Home, West Barnstable, Massachusetts. Public
Archaeology Laboratory, Pawtucket, RI.

KLEIN, TERRY H.
1991 Nineteenth-Century Ceramics and Models of Consumer
Behavior. Historical Archaeology 25(2):77–91.

LARSEN, CHRISTINE
2006 The Penny Pinch. In Workplace/Women’s Place: An
Anthology, Paula J. Dubeck and Dana Dunn, editors,
pp. 77–83. Roxbury, Los Angeles, CA.

LEEDECKER, CHARLES H., TERRY H. KLEIN, CHERYL A.
HOLT, AND AMY FRIEDLANDER
1987 Nineteenth-Century Households and Consumer Behavior in Wilmington, Delaware. In Consumer Choice in
Historical Archaeology, Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood,
editor, pp. 233–261. Plenum Press, New York, NY.

LEONE, MARK P.
2005 The Archaeology of Liberty in an American Capital:
Excavations in Annapolis. University of California
Press, Berkeley.

MATTHEWS, CHRISTOPHER N.
~ ;Q(YX\   x
Historical Archaeology 39(4):18–36.

MAYNE, ALAN, AND TIM MURRAY (EDITORS)
2001 The Archaeology of Urban Landscapes. Explorations
in Slumland. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge,
UK.

MCGUIRE, RANDALL H.
1991 Building Power in the Cultural Landscape of Broome
County, New York 1880–1940. In The Archaeology of
Inequality, Randall H. McGuire and Robert Paynter,
editors, pp. 102–125. Basil Blackwell, Oxford, UK.

MCGUIRE, RANDALL H., AND PAUL A. RECKNER.
2002 The Unromantic West: Labor, Capital, Struggle. Historical Archaeology 36(3):44–58.

MIDWINTER, ERIC C.
1994 The Development of Social Welfare in Britain. Open
University Press, Buckingham, UK.

MILLER, GEORGE L.
{  &  ' ?{
Ceramics. Historical Archaeology 14:1–41.

SUZANNE M. SPENCER-WOOD, CHRISTOPHER N. MATTHEWS—Impoverishment, Criminalization, Culture of Poverty

MILLER, GEORGE L., AND SILAS D. HURRY
1983 Ceramic Supply in an Economically Isolated Frontier
Community: Portage County of the Ohio Western Reserve, 1800–1825. Historical Archaeology
17(2):80–92.

MORRIS, WILLIAM (EDITOR)
1969 The American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language. American Heritage, New York, NY.

MULLINS, PAUL R.
1999    
   
and Consumer Culture. Plenum Press, New York, NY.
2006 Racializing the Commonplace Landscape: An Archaeology of Urban Renewal along the Color Line. World
Archaeology 38(1):60–71.

ORSER, CHARLES E., JR.
1987 Plantation Status and Consumer Choice: A Materialist
Framework for Historical Archaeology. In Consumer
Choice in Historical Archaeology, Suzanne M. SpencerWood, editor, pp. 121–139. Plenum Press, New York, NY.

PEÑA, ELIZABETH S.
2001 The Role of Wampum Production at the Albany Almshouse. International Journal of Historical Archaeology
5(2):155–176.

PIDDOCK, SUSAN
~{

 )  )  ; ? = (
The Destitute Asylum of Adelaide, South Australia
and the English Workhouse. International Journal of
Historical Archaeology 5(1):73–97.

RANK, MARK R.
2007 Rethinking the Scope and Impact of Poverty in the
United States. Connecticut Public Interest Law Journal
6(2):165–181.

REITZ, ELIZABETH J.
1987 Vertebrate Fauna and Socioeconomic Status. In Consumer Choice in Historical Archaeology, Suzanne M.
Spencer-Wood, editor, pp. 101–121. Plenum Press,
New York, NY.

SAMFORD, PATRICIA
2004 Engendering Enslaved Communities on Virginia’s and
North Carolina’s Eighteenth- and Ninteenth-Century
Plantations. In Engendering African American Archaeology: A Southern Perspective, Jillian E. Galle and
Amy L. Young, editors, pp. 151–177. University of
Tennessee Press, Knoxville.

SHACKEL, PAUL A.
1996 Culture Change and the New Technology: An Archaeology of the Early American Industrial Era. Plenum
Press, New York, NY.

SHEPARD, STEVEN J.
1987 Status Variation in Antebellum Alexandria: An
Archaeological Study of Ceramic Tableware. In Consumer Choice in Historical Archaeology, Suzanne M.
Spencer-Wood, editor, pp. 163–199. Plenum Press,
New York, NY.

9

SINGER, DAVID A.
1987 Threshold of Affordability: Assessing Fish Remains
for Socioeconomics. In Consumer Choice in Historical
Archaeology, Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood, editor, pp.
85–101. Plenum Press, New York, NY.

SPENCER-WOOD, SUZANNE M.
1987a A Survey of Domestic Reform Movement Sites in
Boston and Cambridge, Ca. 1865–1905. Historical
Archaeology 21(2):7–36.
1987b Introduction. In Consumer Choice in Historical
Archaeology, Suzanne M. Spencer-Wood, editor, pp.
1–24. Plenum Press, New York, NY.
1991 Towards an Historical Archaeology of Materialistic
Domestic Reform. In The Archaeology of Inequality,
Randall M. McGuire and Robert Paynter, editors, pp.
231–286. Basil Blackwell, Oxford, UK.
1993 Toward the Further Development of Feminist Historical Archaeology. World Archaeological Bulletin
7:118–136.
1994 Diversity and Nineteenth-Century Domestic Reform:
Relationships Among Classes and Ethnic Groups.
In Those Of Little Note: Gender, Race and Class in
Historical Archaeology, Elizabeth M. Scott, editor,
pp. 175–208. University of Arizona Press, Tucson.
1996 Feminist Historical Archaeology and the Transformation of American Culture by Domestic Reform Movements, 1840–1925. In Historical Archaeology and the
Study of American Culture, Lu Ann De Cunzo and
Bernard L. Herman, editors, pp. 397–446. University
of Tennessee Press, Knoxville.
1999 The Formation of Ethnic-American Identities: Jewish
Communities in Boston. In Historical Archaeology:
Back from the Edge, Pedro Paulo A. Funari, Martin
Hall and Sîan Jones editors, pp. 284–307. Routledge,
London, UK.
2001a Introduction and Historical Context to the Archaeology
of Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Almshouses.
International Journal of Historical Archaeology
5(2):115–122.
2001b Views and Commentaries: What Difference Does
Feminist Theory Make? International Journal of
Historical Archaeology 5(1):97–114.
2002 Utopian Visions and Architectural Designs of Turnof-the-Century Social Settlements. In Embodied
Utopias: Gender, Social Change and the Modern
Metropolis, Amy Bingaman, Lise Sanders and
Rebecca Zorach, editors, pp. 116–132. Routledge,
London, UK.
2009a A Feminist Approach to European Ideologies of
Poverty and the Institutionalization of the Poor in
Falmouth, Massachusetts. In The Archaeology of
Institutional Life, April M. Biesaw and James G.
Gibb, editors, pp. 117–136. University of Alabama
Press, Tuscaloosa.
2009b Feminist Theory and the Historical Archaeology of
Institutions. In The Archaeology of Institutional Life,
April M. Biesaw and James G. Gibb, editors, pp. 33–49.
University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa.

10

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 45(3)
2010a Feminist Theoretical Perspectives on the Archaeology of Poverty: Gendering Institutional Lifeways in
the Northeastern United States from the Eighteenth
Century through the Nineteenth Century. Historical
Archaeology 44(4):110–135.
2010b Gendered Power Dynamics Among Religious Sects,
Ethnic Groups, and Classes, in Jewish Communities
on Greater Boston’s Landscape at the Turn of the
Century. In Archaeology and Preservation of Gendered
Landscapes, Sherene B. Baugher and Suzanne M.
Spencer-Wood, editors, pp. 198–232. Springer, New
York, NY.

SPENCER-WOOD, SUZANNE M., AND SHERENE BAUGHER
2001 Introduction and Historical Context of the Archaeology
of Institutions of Reform. Part I: Asylums. International
Journal of Historical Archaeology 5(1):3–18.

SPENCER-WOOD, SUZANNE M., AND SCOTT D. HEBERLING
1987 Consumer Choices in White Ceramics: A Comparison
of Eleven Early Nineteenth Century Sites. In Consumer Choice in Historical Archaeology, Suzanne
M. Spencer-Wood, editor, pp. 55–84. Plenum Press,
New York, NY.

SYMONDS, JAMES
1999 Toiling in the Vale of Tears: Everyday Life and
Resistance in South Uist, Outer Hebrides, 1760–1860.
International Journal of Historical Archaeology
3(2):101–122.

TRATTNER, WILLIAM I.
1984 From Poor Law to Welfare State: A History of Social
Welfare in America. The Free Press, New York, NY.

WALKER, MARK
2008 Aristocracies of Labor: Craft Unionism, Immigration,
and Working-Class Households in West Oakland,
California. Historical Archaeology 42(1):108–133.

WALL, DIANA DIZEREGA
1994 The Archaeology of Gender: Separating the Spheres
in Urban America. Plenum Press, New York, NY.

WEBER, MAX
2002 The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Peter
Baehr and Gordon C. Wells, translators. Penguin, New
York, NY.

WILKIE, LAURIE
2000 Culture Bought: Evidence of Creolization in the
Consumer Goods of an Enslaved Bahamian Family.
Historical Archaeology 34(3):10–26.

WILSON, WILLIAM JULIUS
1987 The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass, and Public Policy. University of Chicago Press,
Chicago, IL.

WOOD, MARGARET C.
2004 Working-Class Households as Sites of Social Change. In
Household Chores and Household Choices: Theorizing
the Domestic Sphere in Historical Archaeology, Kerri
S. Barile and Jamie C. Brandon, editors, pp. 210–235.
University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa.

WURST, LOUANN
2006 Class All Its Own: Explorations of Class Formation
 \x)Historical Archaeology, Martin Hall
and Stephen Silliman, editors, pp. 190–206. Blackwell,
New York, NY.

YAMIN, REBECCA
2001 Alternative Narratives: Respectability at New York’s
Five Points. In The Archaeology of Urban Landscapes:
Explorations in Slumland, Alan Mayne and Tim Murray,
editors, pp. 154–170. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, UK.

SUZANNE M. SPENCER-WOOD
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
ROCHESTER HILLS, MI 48309
PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY
AND ANTHROPOLOGY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138
CHRISTOPHER MATTHEWS
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY
HEMPSTEAD, NY 11549

